Commencement Address by Zollinger, Robert M., 1903-
(Following is the te^t or the address to be delivered at the Ohio Stat 
University commencement Friday, August 27, 1965, by Dr. Robert M. 
Zol l inger , jrofessor and chairman of surgery at Ohio state) 
FOR RiSLEASE: 1 0 A . M . E S T , F R I D A Y , AUCi. £ 7 , 1 9 C 5 
V i c e P r e s i d e n t Weaver. Members of the Board of T r u s t e e s , 
the f a c u l t y , The Graduating C l a s s , F r i e n d s , R e l a t i v e s , 
Dist inguished Guests , L a d i e s and Gentlemen: 
V 
It Is t r u l y an honor for me to be asked by the dist inguished 
P r e s i d e n t of our U n i v e r s i t y to address you on this memorab le 
o c c a s i o n i n your l i v e s . When this U n i v e r s i t y c a l l s one of her sons 
to speak at such an occas ion , she honors h i m as w e l l as his academic 
s i r e s and assoc ia tes , young and o ld a l i k e . 
I a m pleased to j o i n wi th the B o a r d of T r u s t e e s , the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
the F a c u l t y , and your f a m i l i e s and f r i e n d s , i n salut ing and congratulat ing 
the graduates assembled here i n this arena . You a r e about to be 
recognised by one of the l a r g e s t and f oremost u n i v e r s i t i e s i n this 
country . I suspect that may of you m a y now understand what the 
late W i l l Rogers had i n m i n d i n his r e m sake y e a r s ago to the 
a l u m n i of C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y . He suggested that students l i k e 
yourse lves spend the i r f i r s t two col lege years i n deciding which courses 
to take of the s e v e r a l thousand that a r e of fered, and the next two years 
o r so i n f inding the bui ld ing where these courses a r e g iven. Then they 
have the r es t of the i r l i ves to w i s h they had taken other courses t 
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The fact that two out of f ive of this graduating c l a s s are here 
to re ce ive advanced degrees is consistent w i th the trend toward 
m o r e and m o r e education. In these t imes of Increas ing concern 
about our national Intel lectual r e s o u r c e s , i t i s re f resh ing and 
r e a s s u r i n g to see so many of you here for recognit ion of your 
academic achievements . Y o u have come f r o m a v a r i e t y of b a c k -
grounds i n education, nat ional i ty , and spheres of interest . I take 
this o c cas i on to urge each of you to continue the process of l e a r n i n g , 
to develop interests outside your spec ia l f i e l d s , to be true to yourse l f 
as aa i n d i v i d u a l , and to sustain a strong l oya l ty to your U n i v e r s i t y 
to i n s u r e added opportunities for your s u c c e s s o r s . 
The hurdles provided by the many examination^and the s o u l -
searching theses and d i s s e r t a t i o n s , which 1 dare say you have not 
forgotten, must now be rep laced by hurdles of your own des ign , 
so that you w i l l sus ta in a high l e v e l of up-to-date knowledge throughout 
your l i v e s . Your presence as a graduate on this occas ion insures 
that you have the necessary qual i t ies for y e a r l y improvement as 
r e f e r r e d to by O l i v e r Wendell H o l m e s . A s he sa id i n a graduation 
talk i n 1871 at BeUevue H o s p i t a l , "The young m a n finds i t e a s i e r than 
h is sen iors to accept the improvements which every year i s br ing ing 
f o r w a r d . New ideas bu i ld the i r nests i n young men 's b r a i n s . 
Revolut ions are not made by m e n i n s p e c t a c l e s . . and the f i r s t 
whispers of a now truth a r e not caught by those i n need of an 
e a r - t r u m p e t . Grant ing a l l these advantages to the young m a n , he 
ought, neverthe less , to go on improv ing every year unt i l he has 
r ipened into a w e l l mel lowed m a t u r i t y . B u t , to i m p r o v e , he m u s t 
be good for something at the s tar t . " 
Graduat ion imposes added personal r espons ib i l i t i e s upon a l l 
of you. A s P r e s i d e n t of the A m e r i c a n Col lege of Surgeons a few 
years ago, I asked the incoming Fe l l ows to do m o r e for the i r 
p ro f e ss i on , although they were a l ready p r e s s e d for t i m e , and I 
would make the same request of you. The thoughtful soltaUon of 
l i f e ' s p r o b l e m s and respons ib i l i t i e s w i l l r e q u i r e f r o m each of 
you, one of your most valued p o s s e s s i o n s - - T I M E I 
Y o u should set as ide a c e r t a i n amount of time at regu lar 
in te rva l s to continue the process of l e a r n i n g . I a m not ta lking 
now about the s o c i a l and c i v i c obligations that most of us f a l l h e i r 
to sooner or l a t e r . You should give at l east one-tenth of your 
t i m e as a tithe to improve the c a r e e r whi ch you represent and 
to f u l f i l l your obl igations to your fe l low m a n . 
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If this amount of t ime shocks you, then perhaps you should r e c a l l 
the many days a year the leaders i n your f i e l d as w e l l as others 
spend attending meetings and p e r f o r m i n g functions which have 
i n s u r e d you of the great opportunities to be found i n the u n i v e r s i t i e s 
and e lsewhere . 
T i th ing of t ime for reading and attending meet ings , just as 
you have been doing i n the U n i v e r s i t y w i l l be r e q u i r e d to susta in 
and i m p r o v e your competence. A s F r a n c i s B a c o n ^ s a i d : 
"Read ing maketh a F u l l M a n ; Conference a Ready M a n ; and W r i t i n g 
an Etfact M a n , and there fore , i f a M a n W r i t * l i t t l e , he had need 
have a great m e m o r y , i f he Conference l i t t l e , he need have a 
P r e s e n t Wit; and i f he reade l i t t l e , he had need have much Cunning, 
to s e e m to know that, he doth not. " 
Y o u have m u c h to gain persona l ly f r o m t i thing your t ime 
and efforts to insure pro fess iona l growth and addit ional contr ibut ions . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , those of you In the sc iences must meet the challenge 
of s cho lars and educators who have expressed concern over 
the need of a broader and m o r e sustained interest In the humanit ies . 
In this space age people i n the sc iences have had unusual opportunit ies , 
and the i r opinions and suggestions have found ready e a r s . However, 
I must r e m i n d you of the importance and d u r a b i l i t y of the humanit ies . 
Those of you whose or ig ins a r e f r o m o lder c i v i l i s a t i o n s and 
countr i es , or who have t rave led i n o lder countr ies than o u r s , 
r e a l i s e that the a r t i s t s , the m u c i c i a n s , the poets and the ph i l osophers , 
to ment ion a few, have been revered through the ages. 
Many of you a r e of the teaching pro fess ions end I suspect 
that you have foregone your s u m m e r vacations to continue your 
education. Recent studies show a definite increase i n the years 
of education of our younger population. Th is i s most encouraging, 
and so i s the growing emphasis on continuing education for 
somewhat o lder persons i n a l l f i e lds . The U n i v e r s i t y ' s "Center 
for T o m o r r o w " is a br ight new symbol of this emphas is . 
I hope that those of you who accept teaching r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
w i l l sus ta in a h igh standard of excel lence for your students. 
L i k e many of you , X a m ashamed that I can speak only one language. 
Our fading image abroad might be m u c h br ighter if the m i l l i o n s * 
of t our i s ts going overseas , as w e l l as our government 
representat ives i n a l l f i e l d s , had mastered one or m o r e fore ign 
languages during the i r p r o - c o l l e g e yea*s. 
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(3) 
A d m i r a l Hyman R l c k o v e r has spoken out on this lubjaet of 
r a i s i n g educational standards. I suggest that the teachers 
among you adopt a s i m i l a r sstand, even though many parents may 
a g g r e s s i v e l y r e s i s t your demands for a high academic output 
for l i t t l e Johnny. Such parents must come to r e a l i s e that 
other countr ies dedicated to the destruct ion of our way of l i f e 
make higher demands than we do upon students of a l l ages. We 
had better wake up to our respons ib i l i t i e s and support those among 
you who w i l l make a genuine effort to insure m o r e and more 
replacements of high qual i ty i n the honored • eases you occupy today. 
Bes ides improv ing your pro f i c iency i n your own f i e l d s , X 
would r e m i n d you, as educated m e n and women, of the need 
to develop secondary in te res t s , a\s so many beffee you have done. 
F r o m t ime to t ime we a l l might benefit f r o m a (personal 
inventory i n which we ask o u r s e l v e s - - w h a t else can I do w e l l ' 
1 for one am interested i n hort i cu l ture and I r e c a l l a dist inguished 
predecessor i n this f i e l d , John G e r a r d , at the age of 24, was 
admitted to the freedom of the B a r b e r Surgeon C ompany and 
In the year 1569 was granted the p r i v i l e g e of establ ishing his 
own p r a c t i c e . 
He had outstanding h o r t i c u l t u r a l Interest* and wae the f i r s t to 
pub l i sh a catalogue of plans i n 1596. A second edit ion published 
three years la ter was dedicated to S i r a l ter Re l e igh , who had 
brought back to his estate i n Ireland the f i r s t white potato and 
tobacco f r o m V i r g i n i a . T h i s catalogue by barber surgeon G e r a r d 
helped to l ay the foundation for modern botany, phansaacy and 
h o r t i c u l t u r e . The precedent for making contributions both within 
sued without an ind iv idual ' s f i e ld of in teres t , has been we l l establ ished 
over the y e a r s . 
On the topic of i n d i v i d u a l i s m , 1 assure you that your A l m a 
Mater looks to you to ^Bprove the lot of mankind by your 
c rea t ive th inking , be it i n the humanities or the s c i e n c e s ! We 
of the faculty t rust that you w i l l not b l i id l y accept asrult lmate t ruth 
a l l that you have been taught i n the var i ous col leges of tine U n i v e r s i t y . 
A c t u a l l y , a teacher hopes that progress w i l l make inva l id tomosrow 
what you have been taught today, A e hope that you have been 
s t imulated by your educational experiences at this U n i v e r s i t y 
to develop your own ideas . Once developed and tested, we hope 
that you w i l l have the courage to stand by them, whatever they 
may be I 
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I happen to think that a c r u s a d e r for new ideas and concepts has 
t h e potential to make far m o r e l a s t ing contributions than the Mental 
p igmy with h i s doc i l e , "me too" outlook. Rugged ind iv idua l i sm 
has s l ipped a good deal In populari ty i n recent y e a r s , but I a m 
among those who bel ieve that these few souls a r e the earner stones 
for our future development. 
I for one regret that on the F o u r t h of J u l y m y grandch i ldren 
must s i t down on the grass behind a roped off a r e a and wait unt i l 
p r e c i s e l y 9 o ' c lock In the evening for someone else to have a l l 
the fun shooting off f i r e w o r k s . I have pleasant m e m o r i e s of m y 
grandfather setting off dynamite on top of a la rge s t o n e ^ i n F a i r f i e l d 
County to p r o p e r l y ce lebrate the F o u r t h of J u l y after the supply 
of f i r e c r a c k e r s has been exhausted. Th is was a concess ion to 
grandmother s ince a few windows had been shattered the previous 
year f r o m using dynamite caps on the b a r n h i l l . Grandpa wasn 't 
with i t insofar as the physics of sound was concerned, but he sure was 
p a t r i o t i c ! I think I benefited f r o m these rugged r i s k s grandfather 
took, a l though he knew grasndma would make h i s l i f e m i s e r a b l e for 
a t i m e . Perhaps we have a safer F o u r t h of J u l y today f r o m one 
aspect of this reg imentat ion , but the r i s i n g tolt of in jur i es f r o m 
tra f f i c and r i o t s should make us stop and think) 
In any ca»e , I a m complete ly ser ious i n express ing the hope that you 
can use your a b i l i t i e s and ideas to the utmost without givlngjf' 
up your own identity to the fad of the moment, 
I hope that each and everyone of you w i l l susta in a^strong 
l o n g - t e r m interest i n your ^ U n i v e r s i t y . We have long been 
cons idered In some quarters an inst i tut ion that is slaphappy over 
a th le t i c s . A c c o r d i n g to the legend, our engineering col lege 
spends its t ime devis ing new p lays , while the Col lege of Medic ine 
patches up fa l l en gladiators and the faculty i n the humanit ies 
work o v e r t i m e tutoring athletes . L e t me say here and now that 
no one l i k e s to see his team loee , and I l i k e to have the number one 
team come f r o m Ohio State Univers i ty ) I a m sure we would a l l 
agree that it i s important to mainta in a balance, and we must 
s t r i v e to make every col lege on this campus number one i n the 
nation I 
On the subject of balance, we should not forget , after a l l , 
that ours i s a young U n i v e r s i t y . Th is came through to me c l e a r l y 
two months ago as I observed graduation e x e r c i s e s at Char l e s 
U n i v e r s i t y i n P r a g u e , Czechos lovakia . Th is un ivers i ty now going 
Into i t s 700th y e a r , takes pr ide i n the fact that its students stopped 
the advance of the Swedish a r m y on the C h a r l e s B r i d g e . 
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The i n s p i r a t i o n trf ba obtained f r o m v i s i t i n g this o ld and dist inguished 
un ivers i ty contrasted sharp ly with the melancholy regimentat ion to 
be found outside. Anyone who finds h i m s e l f being c a r r i e d away 
with a d m i r a t i o n for types of governments tr i teh on the surface m a y 
have appeal , should obtain f i rs thand in format ion by v i s i t i n g such 
countMes . Such v i s i t s are good for a person ' s own or ientat ion , and 
they c e r t a i n l y make h i m m o r e sympathetic w i th the prob lems of 
many other peoples of the w o r l d . These v i s i t s a lso make h i m v e r y 
proud and happy to come back home. 
I imdbre you as new graduates of this U n i v e r s i t y not to be 
d iscouraged by soc io -economic trends of the t i m e , but to c a r r y on 
the noble tradit ions of your spec ia l f i e ld of endeavor. Tour v e r y 
best efforts i n the s e r v i c e of mankind are needed to improve 
the image of this country among the peoples of the w o r l d . A s some 
of you st ive to Improve health and prolong l i f e , others must seek 
solutions to the economic problems created by these sc ient i f i c 
advances . I say to each of you that the w o r l d should be a better 
place as a resu l t of your ef forts . Your A l m a Mater anticipates 
your achievements wi th p r i d e ! 
